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Figure 83  Parking  provision
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8.   LANDSCAPE & PUBLIC REALM 

New Brunstane shall deliver a sensitively 
designed landscape that incorporates the 
strategic design principles set out in the 
Strategic Masterplan that accompanied 
the PPP, dated April 2017. The masterplan 
process was unashamedly landscape-led, 
substantially in accordance with the 
high level design set out in the Strategic 
Masterplan that accompanied the PPP.

The design aims to enhance the urban 
fringe setting as well as incorporate and 
safeguard key landscape features such 
as views, existing vegetation, historical 
features and connecting routes and 
access. 

A range of complimentary hard and soft 
spaces is envisaged, providing a mix of 
amenity uses. These are connected by 
a series of green links in the form of 
green corridors and streets. The proposed 
network of new spaces includes a 
central green space (Brunstane Green), 
Brunstane Park, a new local center, a 
landscape buffer to the north and south 
and a series of green corridors connecting 
them. These will also serve as a buffer 
between the development and the Local 
Nature Conservation along Brunstane 
Burn, which over time will enhance and 
expand this wooded habitat corridor, 
with associated diversification of tree 
and other plant species. 

Play areas are incorporated into the 
public open space at walkable distances 
and provide play for all ages. The 
proposals will connect to the John Muir 
Way alongside the Brunstane Burn to the 
north and National Cycle route 1 to the 
south, generating positive improvements 
to pedestrian and cycle linkages.

The proposed spaces shall be designed 
to offer a range of experiences, passive or 
active, gathering spaces or places to relax. 
Tree-lined streets, leafy open squares, and 
peaceful greens and parks will provide a 
complementary setting to the Brunstane 
House grounds and embed the scheme 
into its surroundings.

1.	 Brunstane Green   A central green space 
encompassing a Scheduled Monument incorporating views 
to Brunstane House and North Berwick Law.

2.	 Brunstane Square   A community space that provides 
multi-functional uses and sheltered spill out areas and 
spaces to gather.

3.	 Brunstane Park & Lauderdale View  A new 
park providing a grandiose setting to Brunstane House, 
preserving the Scheduled Monument.

4.	 Orchard Lane   A street layout that aligns to the 
west wall of the historic walled garden featuring suitable 
appropriate species that reflect the history of the site.

5.	 Brunstane Burn Valley   Landscape edge that 
provides a series of routes into the site and out to the John 
Muir Way, incorporating SUDs basins and planting and 
providing play provision.

6.	 Newcraighall North Edge   Multi-functional buffer 
that connects to NCR1 and provides play opportunities and 
community grow spaces.

There are six specific landscape character areas at New 
Brunstane which are connected by a series of green corridors 
and planted streets, the six spaces are (refer to figure 84);

8.1   Landscape Masterplan

Figure 84  Proposed Landscape Masterplan
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1. Brunstane Green 

Using the traditional Edinburgh circus 
as inspiration Brunstane Green protects 
the Scheduled Monument in addition to 
reflecting the design style of Edinburgh. 
The space is contained by a stone 
retaining ha-ha structure and walkway 
gently sloping into the central space, 
at the foot of the ha-ha a stone swale 
planted with suitably selected grasses 
will soften the edge and provide a 
striking contrast between vegetation and 
hard materials. 

Encompassing the green a footpath will 
aid connectivity, adjacent to the footpath 
on the western side rain garden planting 
beds will integrate with the streetscape 
and soften on street parking. The rain 
garden planting will also provide a 

Moves:  

• Enhance and protect views,

• Safeguard SAM;

• Using tree planting around Eastern edge 
shelter the space from the busy main 
road and create a contained peaceful 
space.

• Provide seating and walkable wall 
feature surrounding the space to give it a 
sense of containment.

Figure 85  Response to Key Views -  Brunstane Green
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variety of species rich vegetation aiding 
the biodiversity across the scheme. 

Along the eastern edge of the green tree 
planting will be denser to provide shelter 
from the adjacent busy cycle, pedestrian, 
bus and vehicular route with breaks in 
vegetation only transpiring where view 
corridors are required. 

Within the green wildflower planting 
will be incorporated to highlight the 
important view corridors to Brunstane 
House and North Berwick Law, this will 
be achieved by a mowing regime that 
maintains the rest of the grass as lawn. 
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Figure 86  Brunstane Green Illustrative Plan
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Planting strategy:

	• Specimen semi mature trees 
surrounding the center of the 
green.

	• Rain garden planting incorporated 
into the streetscape along the 
western edge.

	• Planted swales and wildflower 
meadow grasses.  

Hard materials strategy:

	• Granite effect concrete block 
paving.

	• Timber and metal bench bollards 
and bins from the same street-
furniture family. 

	• Crushed gravel path.

	• Stone ha-ha feature wall.

	• Lose stone swale.

	• Tarmac with chippings.

Figure 87  Plan

Figure 88  Section
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2.  Brunstane Square

The Local Centre at Brunstane Square 
provides the community with a space to 
gather in an active environment. Local 
centre activities that spill onto the street 
will activate the space, planting provides 
shelter and assists in urban greening. The 
materials stretching across the square, 
rumble strips, decluttering of signage and 
planting beds generate traffic calming 
within the square. Long distance views 
to the Pentlands and internal views to 
Brunstane Park and Brunstane Green 
are to be framed and highlighted by tree 
lined streets. 

The space will be shared surface with a 
clearly indicated priority given to cycle 
and pedestrian movement.

The primary school opens onto a square, 
sheltered by planting to offer a respite for 
parents waiting for children and other 
users of the space.

Figure 89  Response to key views, routes & building uses - Brunstane Square

LEGEND

1

2

4

6

8

10

11

3

5

7

9

Specimen tree planting

Community square

Shared surface - concrete block paving 

Raised planters

Cycle route

Shrub planting and lawn

Timber and metal litter bin and bench

Instant hedge

Spill out area

Cycle stands

Seating area under tree, sheltered from road

LEGEND

Pentlands

Principal 
Street



Page 127

Figure 90  Brunstane Square illustrative plan
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